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ORANGE GROVE CHARTER SCHOOL  
Report of the Board Meeting 

September 21, 2023 
 
 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
Mr. Mac McSwain, Mrs. Brenda Bianchi, Mrs. Rebecca Jones, Mr. Mark Ables, Mrs. 
Sharon Dillon, Mrs. Hattie Wallen, Mr. Alex Matos, Mrs. Erin Wilson, and Mr. John H. 
Clendaniel  
 
ZOOM:  
Mrs. Christy Nickolauson, Prestige School Solutions, LLC 
Mr. Justin Welch 
 
ABSENT:  
Mr. Marcus DeBiasi 
 
VISITORS: 
Mr. Steven Schonveld, Principal, middle principal 
Dr. Laney White, Principal, elementary campus 
Dr. Heather Holmes, Assistant Principal, elementary campus 
Mrs. Sarah Selvidge, Executive Assistant 
Mrs. Katherine Colston, Administrative Intern 
 
 
 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER: 
Mr. Mac McSwain called the Meeting to Order at 6:00pm. 
 
2.0 Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3.0 Reading of the Mission Statement 
Mr. Alex Matos read the Mission Statement. 
 
4.0 Adoption of the Agenda 
Mrs. Sharon Dillion made the motion and Mrs. Hattie Wallen seconded the motion to 
adopt the September 21st agenda. Motion approved. 
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5.0 Approval of Minutes 
Mrs. Sharon Dillion made the motion and Mrs. Rebecca Jones seconded the motion to 
approve the August 17th Minutes. Motion approved. 
 
6.0  Citizen Participation: 
No one appeared or requested to participate. 
 
7.0 Financial Report 
Mrs. Christy Nickolauson, Prestige School Solutions, LLC presented the August 
Financial Report. Mrs. Rebecca Jones made the motion and Mrs. Hattie Wallen 
seconded the motion to approve the August Financial Report as presented. Motion 
approved. 
 
Mrs. Christy Nickolauson, Prestige School Solutions, LLC presented budget training to 
the board. 
 
8.0 CEO Report – Mr. John H. Clendaniel 
  
Organization  
Excited to share that we have received another Excellent rating on our Report Card. 12 
years+ in a row. New record this year with 24 perfect scores on SCReady. Our student 
enrollment is solidly at 1150 thanks to Dr. Laney White, Dr. Heather Holmes, and Mrs. 
Dawn Doyle being so diligent in filling vacancies when they open up.  
 
We currently have 20 Orange Grove Business Partners which generates about $10k for 
the school and gives them some advertising. Mrs. Sarah Selvidge has done a great job 
with this program. You can see those businesses displayed on the elementary campus 
front wall, our website, Tiger’s Roar newsletters, and the scrolling marquee signs at 
both campuses. The majority of those funds go towards funding our Backpack Buddies 
Program and Student of the Week.  
 
Booster will kick off later this month with the big events happening once again in 
October. This is a huge fundraising event for our school and sponsored by our PTO. 
The kids love it. Some even get their school pictures taken in their booster gear.  
 
We have a district meeting with the Superintendent and top leadership next week to 
discuss future middle school sites/plans. We’ve been working on getting some answers 
and everyone involved from the district at one table. The outcome of this meeting will 
help us determine our next steps.  
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Middle School 
It’s been a very smooth opening of the school year for middle school. All students have 
taken the MAP tests, which is taken three times per year. We have a lot of new teachers 
and staff at the middle school and everyone seems to have hit the ground running. 
There’s a lot of positivity, collaboration, and teamwork happening, which is really great 
to see.  
 
Our fall athletic teams have all started competition. We have three volleyball teams and 
a co-ed cross country team. Thank you to the parents and teachers who are giving their 
time, energy, and effort to coaching these teams. It’s a big commitment and we 
appreciate it very much.  
 
Coming up this month, we have about 70 eighth graders taking the PSAT on October 
11. This is a no-lose situation that a lot of our students take advantage of. It helps them 
gain experience and confidence in test taking as well as the potential to open some 
doors to other opportunities if they score well enough. Also coming up soon we have 
Red Ribbon Week (Oct. 23-27), Booster Bash on Oct. 26, and Halloween Dances on 
Oct. 31. Additionally, our Robotics team is hosting a “Build Day” at the school on Oct. 
14.  
 
Elementary 
The elementary school has been rolling since our last meeting. We did have a few 
surprises with the school closure and early release days those first few weeks but we 
are hopefully all set for hurricane season! As you can imagine, getting our little 
kindergarteners and first graders all trained up with procedures, rules, and expectations 
takes a little time. A huge thank you to those teachers who continued to review those 
over and over as we continued to restart each of those short weeks. I feel like we are all 
in a really good spot. Admin held behavior assemblies with grades 3, 4 and 5. Always a 
great way to set our expectations for the year. PTO paid for and our 5th grade team 
hosted Mr. Scott Humston for his 17th year here at Orange Grove. Scott’s Pro-Kids 
Show is a character education magic show for kids that is an awesome positive way to 
reinforce our expectations for kindness and good character.  A shout out to 5th grade 
and PTO for that.  
 
All of the elementary students have completed their iReady testing. This year we are 
doing something a little different with this data. Mrs. Chander Perryman has dedicated 
time to holding data conferences with all of our elementary school teachers to help them 
dive into their data, see trends, and make changes to their instruction to benefit the 
needs of their class. The great thing about this is we are able to have Mrs. Tammy 
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Rader, who is a dedicated sub, cover these teachers, so it still allows them to have their 
planning period free to take care of normal business. This is a HUGE perk of Orange 
Grove. At other district schools, teachers are pulled most likely 4 of the 5 days for 
meetings during their planning. So I know the teachers are thankful for this. 
 
We just wrapped up our gifted and talented testing for students who were nominated in 
grades 3-8 last week. Those results will get turned around pretty quick so we will be 
able to identify new students and provide them services hopefully by the end of 
October, if they qualify.  
 
Last week the elementary school started their clubs rotation. This is something that 
students in grades 2-5 get to be a part of. This 100% could not be possible without the 
hard work of Dr. Holmes! She has taken so much time to sit with grade levels, hear their 
concerns, and work out schedules that we feel best reflects both the desires of the 
teachers as well as the needs of the students. Thank you, Dr. Holmes.  
 
Last year, teachers at the elementary began writing a brief classroom reflection. In this 
reflection, they break out their class by gender, single family homes, special ed 
accommodations, English as a second language, and any other major issue that may 
require additional preparation, accommodations, or support. This year not only did we 
have teachers do these, but Dr. White has been conferencing with teachers one-on-one 
to discuss and brainstorm ways that we can support both the teachers and the students 
this year. I feel like this has really given Admin strong insight into the classrooms.  
 
9.0 Action Items/New Business 

a. Mrs. Rebecca Jones made the motion and Mr. Mark Ables seconded the motion 
to commit 4 million dollars of OGCS’s general operating fund, unassigned fund 
balance, for future capital expenditures. 

 
 
10.  Good of the Order 

● Mr. Mac McSwain thanked Mrs. Sarah Selvidge for letting him borrow her 
reading glasses. 

● Mr. Mac McSwain congratulated teachers, staff, and administration on 
great test scores. 

● Mr. John Clendaniel and Dr. Heather Holmes went to the CCSD LEAD 
meeting and felt grateful that our school does not have some of the issues 
that district schools do. We are blessed to be afforded the autonomy to 
address problems as they arise. 

● Mr. Justin Welch thanked Mr. Mac McSwain for leading the meeting. 
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11.  Adjournment 
 
Mrs. Hattie Wallen made the motion and Mr. Mark Ables seconded the motion to 
adjourn at 6:57pm. Motion approved. 


